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Abstract 
Recent trends in information technology show that citizens are increasingly willing to share 
information using tools provided by Web 2.0 and crowdsourcing platforms to describe events 
that may have social impact. This is fuelled by the proliferation of location-aware devices such 
as smartphones and tablets; users are able to share information in these crowdsourcing 
platforms directly from the field at real time, augmenting this information with its location. 
Afterwards, to retrieve this information, users must deal with the different search mechanisms 
provided by the each Web 2.0 services. This paper explores how to improve on the 
interoperability of Web 2.0 services by providing a single service as a unique entry to search 
over several Web 2.0 services in a single step. This paper demonstrates the usefulness of the 
Open Geospatial Consortium’s Open Search Geospatial and Time specification as an interface 
for a service that searches and retrieves information available in crowdsourcing services. We 
present how this information is valuable in complementing other authoritative information by 
providing an alternative, contemporary source. We demonstrate the intrinsic interoperability of 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 9. Screenshot of W2B results retrieved both from Flickr and burned areas from EFFIS 









Figure 10. Screenshot of W2B service results of a search for “incendio” (fire) in the Valencia 




















Figure 11. Screenshot of W2B results retrieved both from Flickr when doing a search for 
“incendio” in the area shown (north-centre Spain) 

















Figure 12. Screenshot of embed results retrieved from the W2B into the Geo-Wiki platform 
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